


Urban sprawl is typically defined as the 
expansion of human populations away from 
central urban areas into low-density, 
monofunctional and usually car-dependent 
communities.
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Urban sprawl:
suburbanizes city 
destroys urban spaces
diminishes urbanity

Urbanity:
is about a life style that is built upon the 
commercial, social, cultural offerings of city;
is about walkability.



Urban sprawl with Chinese characteristics�

City center + suburbs:
Highways (ring roads) and malls in city 
center, wide streets, huge blocks, 
object buildings, fragmented street 
walls
High-rise + high density (high vacancy)
Gated communities









Resisting sprawl around the world















Resisting sprawl:
Slow down�scale down, densify, mix-
use, open up, improve urban spaces








